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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kawakami 
(US Patent Number 4695990). Kawakami (Figures 7, 14, 15c, and 15e) discloses a 
disc storage unit comprising a case (1 1 , etc.), a tray (103) supported by the case and 
configured to support an array of discs in respective parallel substantially vertical planes 
across which respective coaxial axes of the discs pass substantially horizontally, a disc- 
raising mechanism (106) comprising a plurality of fingers (forming sides of grooves 115) 
activatable to lift one of the discs from the tray within its respective plane to thereby 
render the disc non-coaxial with other discs that might be supported by the tray, a pivot 
bar (actuation, motor side of an arm 104) having a slidably mounted carriage beam 
(disc side of an arm 104, slidable relative to other arms if not shaft 105) from which said 
fingers extend and a crank arm (arm at end of pivot bar for mating with 218); an 
indexing mechanism (150) configured to cause the disc-raising mechanism to raise 
others of said discs in a like manner; an electric motor (201) for pivoting the pivot bar; 
and a gearbox (205, 206, etc.) that reduces output speed of the electric motor (see for 
example column 6 lines 63-64) and drives the pivot bar, wherein the gearbox comprises 
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an output gear (209) having an eccentric pin to which a link (218) is attached wherein 
said link is attached to said crank arm. 




Kawakami '990 Figure 7, 14, 15c, and 15e 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kawakami in view of Keranen (US Patent Number 4177363). Kawakami discloses 
a disc storage unit comprising a case (11, etc.), a tray (103) supported by the case and 
configured to support an array of discs in respective parallel substantially vertical planes 
across which respective coaxial axes of the discs pass substantially horizontally, a disc- 
raising mechanism (106) comprising a plurality of fingers (forming sides of grooves 115) 
activatable to lift one of the discs from the tray within its respective plane to thereby 
render the disc non-coaxial with other discs that might be supported by the tray, a pivot 
bar (actuation, motor side of an arm 104) having a slidably mounted carriage beam 
(disc side of an arm 104, slidable relative to other arms if not shaft 105) from which said 
fingers extend; an indexing mechanism (150) configured to cause the disc-raising 
mechanism to raise others of said discs in a like manner; and an electric motor (201) for 
pivoting the pivot bar; but does not disclose an assembly of interconnected switches. 
Keranen (Figures 1 and 4) discloses a switch mechanism having two momentary 
switches (8, 10), a slide switch (52') and two push buttons (4, 6), one of the momentary 
switches activatable by one of the pushbuttons and the other momentary switch being 
activatable by the other pushbutton, the slide switch being activatable by both 
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pushbuttons, and a pair of pivotable elbows (42a , 48; and 42b, 50), each elbow having 
one arm (42a and 42b) co-operating with one of the pushbuttons and one of the 
momentary switches and another arm (48 and 50) co-operating with the slide switch. 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a switch assembly as taught by Keranen in Kawakami's 
storage unit because of the additional motor control this could provide. 




Keranen '363 Figures 1 and 4 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 8, 9, and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments, see first page of remarks, filed 28 April 2006, with respect 
to the objection to the specification and the 35 USC 1 12 rejection of claims 8, 9, and 15 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection to the specification and 
35 USC 112 rejection of the above claims have been withdrawn. 

7. The remainder of Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7-9 and 1 3-1 5 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection based on 
newly found art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip Gabler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





JAMES O.HANSEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



